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Page1 ABSTRACT
Themainaim ofresearchwastofindouttheself–efficacylevelamong

participantstudentsandanalyzetheirbeliefs.Thisstudyshowedthatmale

studentsaremoreconfidentcomparingtofemalestudents,similarto

researchofBimer(2000),thecomputerusagehasbeenknownasbiased

towardtheinterestandfashionofmen,thisresearchalsoshowedthat

femalesarenotasconfidentasmenaretocomputers.Awoleyeand

Siynbola(2005),bimer(2000)indicatedthatcomputershavesome

genderedattributesthatfavormaninsomewaysothatmanyaremore

likelytousecomputersandtheyaremoreconfident.Thereforeitcanbe

saidthatmanystudieshasbeensupportthegenderfactorinselfefficacy

butthisresearchalsoshowthatthischangesaremorelikelytobedepend

onthecomplexityoftaskandyearofcomputerusageofparticularstudent

asBusch(1995)hasbeenfoundthesimilarresults.Itisnotsurprisingto

findoutthatstudentshavedifferentcomputerlevelsandthisaffectstheir

selfefficac.Alsosomehaveadvancedcomputerknowledge.Therefore

theycomplainaboutthelevelsofcomputercoursesofferedtothem.In

additiontothisitcanbesaidthatstudentswithdifferentcomputerskills

showdifferentselfefficacylevelaswell.

INTRODUCTION Computertechnologyisinvolvedinmanyaspectsof

ourdailylives.Inuniversitiesteachers,expectationsfrom studentsabout

theircomputerabilitieshasbeenincreasing.Mostoftheteachersdonot

accepthandwrittenprojectsthatusuallypreferpresentationspreparedon

thecomputers,andtheyalsoexpecttheirstudentstodofurtherstudies,

comparisonoftheirsubjectswithdifferentauthorresults.Basicallyall

departmentsatEasternMediterraneanUniversityFacultyofeducationhas

basiccomputerliteracycoursesgiventotheirstudentsinordertoprovide

equaloppurtunitiestoalltheirstudentstogainabilityofefficientcomputer

usagefortheirprojectsandpresentations.

THEAIM OFRESEARCH



Thisstudyisaboutstudentsselfefficacytousethecomputer.Usually

projectbasedassignmentneedfurtherresearchaboutsubjectsandthere

isneedforcomputertobeusedtodoresearchesaboutsubjecttotypethe

projectortodopresentationorboth.Thestudentselfefficacytouse

computerbeneficiallyasatoolcanbematterofdiscussioninuniversities,

whereitcanbeconsideredthatstudentneedtechnologymorethentheir

previouslevelofstudies.Themainproblem isthatthemanystudents

cannotefficientlybenefitfrom computer,forsomestudentsitisanextra

worktoinvolvecomputerintheirassignments.Forthisreasonthisproject

aimstomeasurethestudentsselfefficacylevel.

Thereare4researchquestionthatthispaperanswers:

1;WhatisthestudentselfefficacylevelatEasternMediterranean

University(EMU)facultyofeducation?

2:Isthereadifferenceaboutcomputerselfefficacybasedontheyearof

computerusage?

3:Istheiradifferenceaboutcomputerselfefficacybasedongender?

4:Istheiradifferenceaboutcomputerselfefficacybasedonhaving

computerathome?

IMPORTACEOFTHERESEARCH
Theresultsofthisstudymightbesurprisingtherearemanystudentsat

EMUwhohaveverypoorcomputerabilities,Eventhoughallthedepartment

sareofferingcomputercourses,mostlyintheirfirstyearofstudy,

studentsstillfacesdifficultytoimproveandtransfertheirknowledgeon

thenextlevel.Mostofthestudentsstillhavedifficultiespreparing

presentationsbyusingcomputers.Thesuggestedreasonforpoor

computerabilitiesinthisstudyisthatthestudentsaresomuchfocusedon

theirmajorareaoftheirstudiestheydonotputmuchefforttolearn

maximum from theircomputercourse.Thisleadmanyofthem tofacelack

ofcomputerusageknowledgeandpoorabilitiestouseitasatoolfortheir

assignment.

Page2 Simpsonandpaynesuggeststhatifteachersperceive

computeraspowerfulltoolinabothteachingandlearningthenitis

expectedfrom them tousitmorefrequentinthereownteachingaswell



(1999).Itcanbesaidthatthatcomputersarepartsofpeoplelife

.Universitiesarewherestudentandteacherareusingcomputerfor

reasearchesassignments.Thereforeselfefficacytowardcomputer

especiallyamongstudentplayveryimportantroleinmotivationofstudent

aswellasthereperformance.

METHOD.

OperationalDefinitionofvariable
Thisstudywasdesignedtoexaminestudentsselfefficacytoward

computerusage,basedontheredepartmentandgender.Independentand

dependentvariableofthisstudyareasfollowed

Independentvariable
Characteristicsofthestudentareindependentvariable.Therearefive

independentvariable

1:Gender

2:Havingcomputerintherehome

3:Sincehowmanyyearstheyareusingcomputer

4:Tookacomputercourse

5:Department

Dependentvariable:

1:Iam confidentaboutmybasiccomputerhardwareknowledge.

2:Iam confidentaboutmyabilitytoinstallanysoftware.

3:Iam confidenttoformedmyowncomputerwhenitisnecessary.

4:WhileIam usingcomputerifIgeterrormessageIam confidenttosolve

theproblem.

5:IfanyerroroccurwhileIam usingcomputerIfeelconfidentifget

professionalhelptosolveit.

6:Iam confidentaboutmyMicrosoftwordveryabilities.

7:Iam confidentaboutmyMicrosoftexcelabilities.

8:Iam confidentaboutmyMicroSoftpowerpointability.

9:Iam confidenttopreparemypresentationoncomputer.

10:Iavoidusingcomputerasmuchaspossible.

11:Attheuniversitytheytoughtuswellaboutbaskcomputerusage.

12:Ilearnedhowtousecomputeronmyownwilling.

13:Iam confidentaboutmycomputerability.



14:Iusecomputertouseinternet

15:IwillbemoreconfidentifIhavemorecomputerrelatedcoursesinmy

department.

16:Iwillbemoreconfidentabout,ifIimprovedmycomputerskills.

17:Ibelievethatitismusttoknowhowtousecomputer.

18:Ithinkscomputercoursesgivetousareuseless.

19:Thelevelofcomputercoursesofferedbyourdepartmentisbelowour

ability.

20:Iam scaredtousecomputer.

Identificationofpopulation
Thepopulationofthisstudyincludedundergraduatestudentofeastern

.MedinterranianuniversityfacultyofeducationdepartmentofEnglish

languageteachingandTurkishlanguageteachinginfall2007,2008at

northernCyprus.

Sample
Thesampleofstudyisselectedbyrandom samplingmethod70student

wereselectedwiththismethodamongthe(EMU)facultyofeducation

undergraduatestudentwhoareregisteredduringfall20072008intotal36

ofstudentwerefrom Englishlanguageteachingand34arefrom Turkish

languageteachingdepartment

Instrument

Forthisresearchstudy5scalelikerttypeofquesstionreisdesignedto

analyzeselfefficacyofcomputerusage.Therewere25item inthere

instrument5item,wererelatedtopersonalinformationand20items

relatedwithselfefficacyofcomputerusageareonseriesfivepointlikert

scales.Thereliabilityalphacoefficientsofthescalewereo.82

Page3 DATAANALYSTPROCEDURE

Inthisstudyquantitativeresearchmethodwereusedtoanalyze

collecteddata.TheresultsofsurveyevaluatedwithSPSS



software.Despiteanalysis,independentsample.testoneway

ANOVAanalysisandpasthockSCHEFFEAnalysishasbeen

applied

FINDINGS

Themainfocusofthisstudywastofindoutfacultyofeducation

studentbeliefsaboutthereowncompleteusageabilities.The

followingresulthavebeenfoundatendofevaluationofcollect

dataitshowthat51.41ofparticipantswerefrom ELT

Departmentand48.6%OFparticipantswerefrom .TLT

departmentItisalsoindicatedthat48.6%ofparticipantwere

maleand51.4%werefemalestudents.

Thepercentageaccordingtoparticipantsyearsofcomputer

usageshowedthat20%ofparticipantsareusingcomputersince

2year22.9%ofthem areusingitfor3year21.4%areusingitfor

4yearand22.9%areusingitfor5year.4.3%areusingitfor6

yearsand5.7for7yearsandfinally2.9%ofthem areusingitfor8

years.

Resultshowedthat64.3%ofparticipantshavetheirown

computerathomewhile35.7%don’thaveowncomputer.Finding

demonstratedthat87%ofparticipantsareconfidentabouttheirbasic

hardwareknowledgewhileonly13%ofthem havemoderateknowledge

aboutcomputerhardwarewhileonly13%ofthem havemoderate

knowledgeaboutcomputerhardware.Ontheotherhand86%of

participantsindicatedthattheyarehighlyconfidentabouttheirabilitiesto

installanysoftware,while14%ofthem aresometimeabletoinstalland

sometimenot.80%ofparticipantindicatedthattheyareabletosolveany

problem iftheygetanyerrormessagewhiletheyareworkingoncomputer,

and20%ofthem sometimescanhandlethesekindofproblem,32%of

participantseeksforprofessionalhelpwhenanykindoferroroccurwhile

68%ofthem needprofessionalhelpsometimes.Itisfoundedthat

participantsareconfidentabouttheirMicrosoftWordabilities.13.7%of

participantsareconfidentabouttheirMicrosoftExcelabilitieswhile26%of



them arenotquiteconfident.Itshowsthat72%ofparticipantsare

confidentabouttheirMicrosoftpowerpointabilitieswhile28%ofthem

havesomedifficulties.ontheotherhanditisindicatedthatallparticipants

dopreparetheirpresentationsoncomputerandtheydonotavoidusing

computer.

Itisfoundthat45%ofparticipantsarenothappyabouttheircomputer

coursestheytookfrom theirdepartmentwhile55%ofthem arehappy.

Resultsshowedthat70%ofparticipantsimprovedtheircomputerskills

basedontheirownwillingwhile30%ofthem improvedonotherways.

Also53%ofparticipantsandstudentsareconfidentabouttheircomputer

abilitieswhile21%ofthem arenotquiteconfident.Researchresultshows

thatallparticipantindicatedthattheywillbemoreconfidentiftheytake

morecomputerrelatedcoursesfrom theirdepartment.Theyalsoindicated

thattheywillbemoreconfidentabouttheircomputerusageiftheyimprove

theircomputerabilitiesandtheybelieveitismusttoknowaboutcomputer.

Noneofthem thinksthatcomputerusagegiventothem areuseless.On

theotherhand35%oftheparticipantsbelievedthatcomputercoursesare

belowtheirabilitieswhile65%ofthem believesthatcoursesaregood.

Researchresultshowthat75ofparticipantindicatedthattheyarescared

tousecomputer27%ofthem arealsosometimescared.And66%of

participantarenotscaredtousecomputer.

Accordingtoresultthereissignificancedifferencebetweenmaleand

femalestudentsinitem number9,15,18thatare‘Iam confidenttoprepare

mypresentationoncomputer0.32<.05.IwillbemoreconfidentifIhave

morecomputerrelatedcourseinmydepartmentsignificanceis0.04<.05.

Ithinkcomputercoursegiventousareuseless0significanceis.004<.05

respectively.Thereisasignificancedifferenceamongdepartmentsand

item 12,19,20.Significanceofitem 12“Ilearnedhowtousecomputerwith

myownwilling”is.006whichislessthan.05thereforethereisa

significancedifferenceamongbasedondepartmentofstudents.Thelevel

ofcomputercoursesofferedbyourdepartmentisbelowourabilitiesis

.007<.05.Thereissignificancedifferenceagainforfinallyforitem 20“I

am scaretousecomputer”significanceis.000<.05.Theresultindicates

thatthereissignificancedifferencetoitem2and14thatare“Iam

confidentaboutabilitytoinstallsoftware“thesignificancelevelis.027<



.05.

Page4:Thereisalsodifferencebetweenyearsofcomputerusageof

studentsandinitems1,2,3,4,9and18.Item 1isIam confidentaboutmy

basiccomputerhardwareknowledgeanditssignificanceis.000<.05.Item

2is“Iam confidentaboutmyabilitytoinstallanysoftware”andits

significanceis.000<.05.Item 3is“Iam confidenttoformatmyown

computerwhenitisnecessary.itssignificancelevelis.000<.05.Item 4is

WhileIam usingcomputer,ifIgetanyerrorormessageam confidentto

solvetheproblem .anditsignificancelevelis.011<.05.Item 9is“Iam

confidenttopreparemypresentationonmycomputer”itssignificance

levelis.016<.05.Finallyitem 18isIthinkcomputercoursesgiventousare

useless.Itssignificancelevelis.012<.05.

Resultsshowedthatstudentswhoareusingcomputerfor4yearsormore

theirmeansarehigherthenthosewhoareusingitlessthan4yearsfor

item “Iam confidentaboutmybasiccomputerhardwareknowledge”On

theotherhandfortheitem “Iam confidentaboutmyabilitytoinstallany

software”,studentswhoareusingcomputerfor4yearstheirmeansare

higherthenthosewhoareusingitforsince2years.Foranotheritem “I

am confidenttoformatmyowncomputerwhenitisnecessary”.Those

studentswhoareusingitfor6yearsormoretheirmeansarehigherthen

thosewhoareusingitforlessthen6years.Finally,thosestudentswhoare

usingitfor8yearstheirmeansarehigherthenrestofitem .Ithink

computercoursesgiventousareuseless.

DISCUSSIONANDCONCLUSION
Themainaim ofthisresearchwastofindoutselfefficacylevelamong

participantstudentsandanalyzetheirbeliefs.Thisstudyshowedusthat

malestudentsaremoreconfidentcomparingtofemalestudent.Similarto

Bimer(2000),thecomputerusagehasbeenknownasbiasedtoward

interestsfashionofmenthisresearchshowedusthatfemalesarenotas

confidentasmenaretocomputer.Awoleye&Siyanbola(2005),Bimer

(2000),indicatedthatcomputershavesomegenderedattributesthatfavor

maninsomewaysothatmenaremorelikelytousecomputerandtheyare

moreconfident.Thisresearchalsoshowedthischangesaremorelikelyto

dependoncomplexityoftaskandyearofcomputerusageofparticular



studentsasBusch(1995)hasbeenfoundthesimilarresults.Similarto

studyofCompeauandhigging(1995)itisfoundthatselfefficacyshapes

theindividualbeliefsandbehaviouraswell.Itisnotsurprisinglytofindout

thatstudentshavedifferentcomputerlevelsandthisaffectsthereself

efficacylevel.Inadditiontothisitcanbesaidthatstudentswithdifferent

computerskillsshowdifferentselfefficacylevelaswell.

Theirhavebeenmanystudiesdoneoncomputerselfefficacyandbeliefs.

Theseresearchshouldbeguideforrelatededucationalinstitutesto

implementsolutiontoexcitingproblem.Themainandmostproblem of

EMUcaseisthatallstudentshavedifferentlevelofcomputerabilitiesand

itisverydifficulttoaddressalstudentsneedthroughonebasiccomputer

course.Thismighthelpstudentstoimprovetheirselfefficacyandresults

ofupdatescanbefurtherstudytobedoneonthisissue.
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Page5:RELATEDRESEARCHES

Informationishumanbeingunsatisfiedhungersinceages.Italwaysexist

andhumanbeingneverstoppedseekingformoreofit.Knowledgebecome

moremeaningfulthereisprocessoflearning.O’Hara(1998)indicatedthat:

JohnDewynotedthatwhenpeoplelearnaboutanewtooltheylearnwhat

isitandhowtouseit.Whenpeoplelearnnewinformationincontextof



meaningfulactivitiestheyaremorelikelytoperceivenewinformationasa

toolratherthenasanarbitrarysetofproceduresandfacts.

Ontheotherhandanotherdefinitionofinformationsaysthatitisan

importantissuethatdeterminesthesociety’scompetitionpowerand

developmentstatusundertoday’seconomicalcondition.

Selwynarguesthatoneofmainaim ofeducationalcomputingisto

equippedstudentswithusageofthistechnology(1997).Ontheotherhand

studentsaretendingtodevelopexpectationsabouttheirsuccessinfuture

byobservingtheirteachersmostofthetime.Itisalsodiscussedthatself

efficacyisaboutbeliefsinone’sselfcapabilitytoimplementandorganize

coursesofactionthatarenecessarytogeneratethegivenattainments

from perspectiveofsocialcognitivetheory.Itisalsomentionedinliterature

thatcomputerdynamictoolsfordevelopingcognitiveskillsandithelps

learnertodevelopusefullearningstrategies.(Caldwell,1980).

Duringcomputereducationitissuggestedthatteachershouldgivean

importancetounderstandeachstudentlearningcharacteristics.(Carlson

andSilverman,1986). Anotherresearchsuggeststhatintodaycontextof

peoplearegettingfamiliartocomputeratyoungagesandtheyaremore

likelytoknowaboyutthebasicknowledgebeforetheystarttheiruniversity

education.Therearealsomanystudiesaboutgenderissuesandits

relationtoselfefficacy.(Durndell&Haag,2002).

Computerselfefficacyisbeliefaboutonehasthecapabilitytoperform a

specifictask..Computerselfefficacyalsomeansajudgementonone’s

potentialtouseacomputer.(Compeauandhingin1995).Alsoresearches

ongenderissuecomputerhasoften,butnotreallyalwaysshapedthe

resultsthatareindicatinggreatermaleratherthenfemaleexperienceuse

ofcomputer.InadditiontothisresearchofBanduraoncomputerself

confidenceorselfefficacy(1997)alsoshapedthefindingsthatshowed

malesasstandardhavemorecomputerselfefficacythanasfemale.

Selfefficacyisassociatedwithone’sperformanceaccomplishment.The

feelingsofsuccessofanytaskimprovetheselfefficacyofpersonrelated

tothatparticulartask(Bandura1977;Campell&Hackett1986,).

Alsomanyresearchesdiscusstheattitudetowardcomputersaspartof

computerselfefficacy.BrockandSulsky(1994)suggestthatattitude

towardcomputersareusuallythoughttobecomposedoftwofactors



whichare1:beliefsthatcomputersarehelpfultoolsand2:beliefsthat

computersareselfdirectedentities.OntheotherhandSpott,Bowmann

andMertz(1997)claimsthatinstructionaltechnologiesandcomputers

havepowertohelphighereducationalfacultiesaddressincreasing

demandsontheirtimeandenergy.InadditiontothisVolmanandEck

(2001)suggestthatcomputerresearchthemesandoutcomeshavebeen

changedwithinlastdecade.Zhao&Frankin2003indicatedthatconcerns

aboutslowadoptionoftechnologybyteachersandstudentsarenotnew

andquitewide.AccordingtoZhaoandFranknumbersofresearchers

considersthatschool,beingsocialorganizationstheyaredirectlyat

chanceswithnewtechnologies.


